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Paychecks next year likely
to feel sting of higher tax
CONGRESS IN NO MOOD TO
EXTEND PAYROLL-TAX CUT
Not good news
for consumer spending
BY ANNIE LOWREY
The New York Times

WASHINGTON – Regardless of
who wins the presidential election
in November or what compromises Congress strikes in the

lame-duck session to keep the
economy from automatic tax increases and spending cuts,
160 million American wage earners will probably see their tax bills
jump after Jan. 1.
That is when the temporary
payroll-tax holiday comes to an
end. Its expiration means less income in families’ pocketbooks —
the tax increase would be about
$95 billion in 2013 alone — at a
time when the economy is little

better than it was when the White
House reached a deal on the tax
break last year.
Independent analysts believe
the tax cut’s expiration could
shave as much as a percentage
point off economic output in
2013, and cost the economy as
many as 1 million jobs because of
decreased consumer spending.
That is because the typical American family had $1,000 in additional income from the lower tax.

But there is little desire to make
an extension part of the negotiations to avert the huge tax increases and across-the-board
spending cuts, known as the fiscal
cliff, that will start in January
without a deal. For example, without any action, the Bush-era tax
cuts will expire and the military
and other domestic spending programs will be reduced.
“This has to be a temporary tax
See > TAXES, A8

NOW PLAYING:

Musical trees

Walk along pathways at Washington Park Arboretum and you’ll hear artful
recordings of the many sounds there, woven together into musical compositions.

FOOD FIGHT:
PCC JOINS
PUSH FOR
NEW LAW
ON LABELING
PRODUCTS WITH GENETICALLY
MODIFIED ORGANISMS
Seattle grocery chain chips in
$100,000 for initiative
BY MELISSA ALLISON
Seattle Times business reporter

PCC Natural Markets has joined
the fight to force food companies to
label products that include genetically modified organisms, a practice
found in much of Europe and in Australia, China and Japan.
The Seattle-based grocery chain
said it will spend $100,000 to help
collect signatures in support of legislative Initiative 522, which would
require labeling in Washington of
food with GMOs. The company also
has launched an in-store signaturegathering campaign.
By early January, the I-522 campaign needs to submit 241,153 valid
signatures to the state, at which
point the initiative would go to the
Legislature. If lawmakers do not enact the initiative as law in some form
— and they usually don’t — it would
go before voters in November 2013.
Agribusiness giant Monsanto and
others have spent more than $32
million to oppose a similar measure
on the California ballot this fall.
That’s $10 million more than Costco
Wholesale spent to support a successful liquor-privatization initiative
in Washington in November 2011.
Still, the measure in California appears to be winning. A recent poll by
USC Dornsife and the Los Angeles
Times found 61 percent of regisSee > GMOS, A8

Hospitals to be
charged fines
for too many
readmissions
BY RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
The Associated Press
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Chris Watson, arborist at Washington Park Arboretum, hauls up the battery and recording equipment for Abby Aresty’s sound
project, called “Paths II: The Music of Trees.” Watson climbed 100 feet to install a solar panel, then a recorder and speakers.
BY LYNDA V. MAPES
Seattle Times staff reporter

therworldly sounds ease from bough
and branch — sometimes eerie, sometimes transportingly lovely.
It’s a concert outside of four walls at the Washington Park Arboretum, a musical dialogue with
nature.

O

which makes the compositions complete — and everchanging.
The installation was
turned on over the weekend,
and will continue to play on
Wednesdays from 3 to 6 p.m.
and Saturdays and Sundays
from 10:30 a.m. until 1:30
p.m., through the month of
October.
Whether visitors discover
the installation by accident
or seek it out, if they find it
takes them out of their dayto-day mindset to be present
in the moment, stop, wonder
what they are hearing, and
listen, that, Aresty says, was
exactly her intent.
The installation is Aresty’s
dissertation for her doctor of
See > TREES, A8

Before equipment is installed, Aresty listens to make sure sound is
coming from both of the pipes attached to a recorder. Her compositions play at seven sites in the arboretum.

See > FINES, A4
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Music of Trees video: Learn more about the installation and hear
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The work of University of
Washington School of Music
student Abby Aresty, compositions are playing at seven
sites within the arboretum.
She composed the pieces by
recording sounds at the arboretum — birdsong, jingling dog collars, bicycles on
gravel, rain and so much
more — then interweaving
them, transposing them and
stacking them into chords.
Playing from speakers cabled into trees and shrubs
along pathways in the arboretum, the music she created
is broadcast in a continuous
loop. The listener hears the
interplay of Aresty’s work
with the soundscape of the
moment in the arboretum,

WASHINGTON – If you or an elderly relative have been hospitalized recently and noticed extra attention
when the time came to be discharged,
there may have been more to it than
good customer service.
As of Monday, Medicare will start
fining hospitals that have too many
patients readmitted within 30 days of
discharge because of complications.
The penalties are part of a broader
push under the Affordable Care Act to
improve quality while also trying to
save taxpayers money.
About two-thirds of the hospitals
serving Medicare patients, or some
2,200 facilities, will be hit with penalties averaging around $125,000 per
facility this coming year, according to
government estimates.
Data to assess the penalties have
been collected and crunched, and
Medicare has shared the results with
individual hospitals. Medicare plans
to post details online later in October,
and people can look up how their
community hospitals performed by
using the agency’s “Hospital Compare” website.
It adds up to a new way of doing
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